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Culture and Beliefs
Cultural construct applies to various groups ranging from racial, ethnic, religious, and regional aspects. Though the terms race, ethnicity, and culture are applied interchangeably, they have distinct differences. The race is about socially constructed groups of people based on certain physical characteristics such as skin color. Ethnicity involves membership and identifying with a group with certain similar characteristics such as language, religion, geography, and historical aspects. On the other hand, culture is about the intersectionality of various categories, such as gender, race, and ethnicity. This paper examines the role of culture in the construction of our beliefs using two texts- On Liberty by John Stuart Mill and Consilience by Edward Wilson.
Culture involves integrating various experiences in various social contexts such as the community, peer groups, or even a family set up, which is cultivated over time. Anthropologists have a delved deeper and explained culture as a system of meaning, knowledge, as well as the action. In a system of meaning, individuals in a society together organize their world's components through construction. Mill, in his book On Liberty, displays how the individuals have the freedom to define their culture in a society without any form of coercion such as social pressure. Wilson, in his book Consilience, brings out the idea of enlightenment. In enlightenment, the use of reason should be developed without any limitation nor questioning. According to the author, various principles should be applied and brought together to form a common argument, thus forming a culture. 
Wilson argued that all the aspects of the world are fully connected. Therefore, it means that there is a connection between culture and someone's beliefs. Therefore, culture can be seen to influence the belief system of individuals in a community. However, the culture in a community is created by an individual in various ways, such as applying education to argue out some things. The philosophers have a responsibility of broadening vision; hence the universe will not contradict itself. The use of knowledge is an important aspect of fostering human rights through the unity of knowledge. United form of knowledge, which is fostered through certain set rules, ensures that forms a cultural practice. The author compares science and logical reasoning and analysis as similar objects of the pursuit of truth. There are philosophers whose philosophical arguments are important in discovering the reasoning as a form of how community and individual interact, such as Descartes, Condorcet, and Bacon. In examining each phenomenon, Descartes argued the significance of applying analysis as well as a deduction. The two aspects show how culture influences the belief system (Mills, 1998). The deduction I based on the cultural setting of an individual. Systematic doubting is also another way of gaining knowledge. Doubts are extracted from the culture that one is in or exists in, which helps in questioning some beliefs or norms that are part of a certain community setting.  
In the cultivating of oneself, individuality is very key. Mill in One Liberty explains a problem that he observes in society as the lack of respect for individualism's naturalness. Though it is essential to one's well-being, society does not recognize it as in any way critical. Mill also acknowledges the need for training on children to acquire knowledge of the human experience. However, he explains that children have the freedom to make choices and interpret what they see despite their childhood training. The author explains that one's culture is a great determinant of the choices one makes in life. The choices additionally are the result of one's beliefs, which originates from the cultural setting. Therefore, there evidence enough that the culture has a great influence on the belief (Wilson, 2000). Mill also makes another point on choices making without questioning in any way. It's a caution that is raised where one should not make any choices blindly but should also raise questions in regard to the principle at hand. The questioning of certain practices and norms ensures that one has the freedom to have their beliefs as long as it does not affect or interfere with other people's beliefs. 
Culture also plays a critical role in influencing a person's beliefs by showing that civilization is about not questioning the societal norms. Mill explains that the happiness of an individual can be achieved from a civilized society. However, true happiness is about having the freedom to share one's views (Mills, 1998). Additionally, happiness originates from sharing one skill and capabilities in which they have developed from the society within a certain period of time according to the education acquired. The community beliefs and cultural setting highly influence the level of education and the system of education. Therefore, when a person's education is at a certain level, there is a belief that the community carries towards the individual. The level of education affects how the person reasons and their perspective towards issues of life. Therefore, the level of education forms the basis for a certain level of beliefs. Mill, therefore, is clear in noting that a person's freedom is sharing one's views in society is dependent on the personal views on education level. All these practices show how culture plays a critical role in making in enhancing the belief system. There is, however, a limitation that makes threatens the Liberty of people from making their choices without coercion and social pressure. 
In conclusion, Mill and Wilson have clearly explained the relationship between the community and the individual. Additionally, they also elaborate on the influence of the culture on the beliefs of people. The authors explain that individuals in any community have the freedom to make certain reasoning without coercion or social pressure. Reasoning and knowledge should also be developed globally to make it acceptable in any community. All the situation concludes that through training from childhood, the cultural setting of any individual influences the belief system. In the cultivating of oneself, individuality is very key in developing the belief system. Every individual therefore should take keen interest in understanding their cultural setting since it becomes a major source of one’s belief system. 
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